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Kenyon suggests, nor in a plain collar. The marks,
which are very coarsely executed, were no doubt placed
on the metal blank before it was struck, by means of
some form of knurling tool such as is used by jewellers
and others. It may be added here that the pieces were
too thin to receive lettering on the edges.

The silver pieces, so far as can be ascertained, had no
graining on the edge. These, like the gold, are circular,
but were struck without a collar. Had collars fitting
the necks of the dies been used, the obverse and reverse
impressions must of necessity have been produced
centrally on the coins. It is rarely, however, that the
beading which surrounds the inscriptions is perfectly
reproduced throughout the circumferences of both
obverse and reverse Inscriptions. This proves beyond
question that no mechanical appliance was in use which
maintained the relative positions of dies and blank in
accurate register at the moment of percussion.

A slight burr at right angles to the face of the coin
is to be seen on some pieces, and this has been regarded
by some as evidence that a collar was used. This burr,
however, is similar to the one always caused on the
blank when punched from the strip of metal, the burr
always increasing as the tool becomes worn. It only occurs
on one side of these coins, and by its position indicates
where the coins, not being accurately placed, overlapped
the dies. On the specimens of MestrelFs coins that I
have examined, the burr is found either on the obverse
or the reverse, but never on both, and, as might be
expected under the conditions supposed, it is most pro-
nounced on those coins that are struck badly out of
centre.

Before passing to the next period, attention may be